
 

     Aschaffenburg in October 2021 

Dear guests! 

 

Two times the Corona pandemic forced us to postpone our Peace Festival. Now we have 

almost one year for our planning, and we are confident that there will be no further change 

of date. 

On Sunday the 18th of September 2022 we would be glad to welcome you to an 

extraordinary event. The Franciscan Community of Bethany celebrates the 400th anniversary 

of the Aschaffenburg Capuchin monastery during an entire festival year. In common with the 

Christian group of Jesus Bikers they will organize the Peace Festival on this day. After Holy 

Mass and the autumn monastery market the Imperial Royal Highnesses Habsburg-Lorraine 

will unveil and officially inaugurate the monument "Flame of Peace" at around 3 p.m. Our 

thanks go tot he Highnesses and tot he Lord Mayor Jürgen Herzing fort he commitment to 

this event. 

We look forward to a day together with you, wish you a lot of fun reading the updated 
exposé and hope to welcome you in Aschaffenburg next year. 
 

 

With kindest regards 

 

JESUS BIKER® International & Franciscan Community of Bethany 

 

 

 



 

 „Flame of Peace“- monument foundation in Aschaffenburg/Main 
 

We cordially invite you to attend the inauguration of the newly founded 

“Flame of Peace”, which will be unveiled by the Highnesses Herta Margarete 

and Sandor Habsburg-Lorraine from the “Flame of Peace” Association. 

Date:   So. September 18th, 2022 

Place:   Franziskanische Gemeinschaft von Betanien e.V. 

                      Kapuzinerplatz 8 

                      D-63739 Aschaffenburg am Main (Northern Bavaria) 

Time:  10:30 am Holy Mass, followed by the opening of the monastery 

festival. In the early afternoon, the monument will be 

inaugurated.  

The donors 

 
The "Flame of Peace" is donated by the ecumenical-Christian motorcycle group JESUS BIKER® 

International. The memorial will be erected by the group under the leadership of Dr. Thomas Draxler 

and Markus Sell in the garden of the former Capuchin monastery in Aschaffenburg's old town. 

For information about the JESUS BIKER® organization please follow the links on 

the right (only in German): 

 

Occasion of the monument foundation 

 
is a reminder and a thank you for a safe PEACE-

RIDE® to Rome. On their nine-day motorcycle 

pilgrimage, around 60 bikers brought “the 

white unique” to Rome: a custom-made 

Harley-Davidson motorcycle, specially built for 

the Holy Father Francis, personally blessed and 

signed by him. 

 

The PEACE-RIDE® was sent out in the 

monastery of the Franciscan Community and 

http://www.peace-ride.eu
http://www.jesus-biker.de


the brothers Maurizio and Alberto accompanied the journey to Rome with pastoral care. So the 

Aschaffenburg monastery is the perfect location for the “Flame of Peace”. The inauguration of the 

monument takes place as part of this year's "Monastery Festival" of the Franciscan Community. 

 

The artist 
 
Sebastian Dominik Söder loves to create wooden artworks. As 
one of the best students, he finished his schooling as a wood 
sculptor. He is currently studying craft design at the academy 
Gut-Rosenberg in Aachen and prepares to obtain the master's 
certificate. 
 
Sebastian won numerous national competitions and is one of the 

most talented young sculptors in the republic. We are honored 

that he will design and shape the “Flame of Peace” for our event 

on July 18th. 

 

Background of PEACE-RIDE® 

 
The visionary aim of the Peace Ride through Bavaria, Austria and Italy from June 29th to July 7th was 

to bring Jesus' message of peace onto the streets and showing people that the love of motorcycling 

and Christian spirituality fit together perfectly. 

As a gift, the Jesus Bikers brought the Harley-Davidson motorcycle, which they had already given to 

the Pope at a general audience in St. Peter's Square in May. 

The action was planned for three 

years and the trip was prepared 

for 12 months in negotiations with 

the Vatican. In 2000 working 

hours, a gold-plated one-off piece 

was created, completely 

handcrafted and designed in the 

trendy South American "Chicano 

style", which symbolizes the 

origins of Pope Francis. The 

motorcycle was officially handed 

over to the Pontifical Mission 

Societies at the end of the trip. 

The motorcycle was sponsored by 

Christoph “Chicken” Repp, owner of the Harley-Davidson branch in Würzburg Village. The one-off 

was built there by his motivated team.  

 

 



The campaign financed three JESUS BIKER® charity projects: 

 

1) The auction of the Harley by 

BONHAMS brought in an amount 

of around 48,000 euros. JESUS 

BIKER International handed this 

over to Prof. P. Dr. Karl Wallner, 

the national director of MISSIO 

Austria. He used the money 

earmarked for an orphanage 

expansion in Uganda, where 

illegitimate kids from rape by child 

soldiers are taken in and given a 

perspective in life. 

Infos: www.peace-ride.eu (in 

German only) 

 

2) By selling scarves specially designed for the event, the Jesus Bikers were able to hand over 5000 

euros to Vicar General Babu George to finance his mission projects in Jalipudi (India). He takes care of 

21 communities and brings people from the slums to an orderly life through schooling and food for 

children, as well as financing sewing machines for young women to enable them to start their 

careers. Further information (only in German): https://bistummainz.de/pfarrei/mosbach-

radheim/aktuell/nachrichten/nachricht/Die-neue-Mission-THANGELLAMUDI/ 

 

3) The proceeds from the sale of 600 liters of "Monk's Secret" during the trip went to a charity 

project in Salvador de Bahia (Brazil), where the Franciscan Community of Bethany is in charge of a 

kindergarten and school project providing education to young people from the favelas. This 

monastery craft beer was developed by Father Alberto.  We are pleased about the partnership with a 

brewery from the district of Aschaffenburg - also that the benefit beer can be found in the range of 

more and more supermarkets and beverage dealers. Infos: www.moenchsgeheimnis.de 

 

The event location: Aschaffenburg am Main 

 
Aschaffenburg is a cultural and university town in the northwest of the Bavarian administrative 

district of Lower Franconia. As part of the Frankfurt / Rhine-Main metropolitan region, Aschaffenburg 

is the largest city in the Bavarian part of region and, after Würzburg, the second largest city in Lower 

Franconia.  

http://www.peace-ride.eu/
https://bistummainz.de/pfarrei/mosbach-radheim/aktuell/nachrichten/nachricht/Die-neue-Mission-THANGELLAMUDI/
https://bistummainz.de/pfarrei/mosbach-radheim/aktuell/nachrichten/nachricht/Die-neue-Mission-THANGELLAMUDI/
http://www.moenchsgeheimnis.de/


The imposing renaissance castle Johannisburg is undoubtedly an absolute eye-catcher. The four-

wing complex was built between 1605 and 1614 under Archbishop Johann Schweikard von Kronberg 

and is one of the most important buildings from this era in Germany. Until 1803 the castle was the 

headquarter of the Archbishops of Mainz. The castle survived the siege by the Swedish king Gustav 

Adolf in 1631 unscathed but had to suffer major damage to the facade during the Second World War 

and had to be reconstructed.  

 

The castle museum also 

houses a branch of the 

Bavarian State Painting 

Collection and shows 

works by Lucas Cranach 

the Elder, among others. In 

the parament chamber 

there are high-quality 

vestments from the Mainz 

Cathedral Treasury. 

In 1814 Aschaffenburg 

became part of the 

Kingdom of Bavaria and 

the Wittelsbach King 

Ludwig I liked to use Johannisburg Castle as a summer residence, as he loved the city because of its 

mild climate. The term “Bayerisches Nizza” (Bavarian Nice) is used until today as a marketing slogan.  

However, it is now scientifically proven that King Ludwig did not invent this term or ever use it... 

 

 

 

Next to the Johannisburg 

Palace you´ll find the 

landscaped palace 

garden high above the 

Main River, which 

contains another gem: 

the Pompejanum. The 

replica of a Roman 

patrician house 

unearthed in Pompeii 

was a gift from King 

Ludwig I to the city of 

Aschaffenburg and 

shows, elaborately 

reconstructed, the way 

of life of a family from 

the Roman Empire. 

 



 

 

Guided tours through the Pompejanum can 

be booked - taking the amazed visitor back in 

time. The castle garden with its winding paths 

and numerous benches in sunny and shady 

places invites you to relax. 

 

In front of the building there is a small 

vineyard where the "Pompeian" is grown. 

This Franconian wine is only produced in a 

limited edition and is also considered 

something very special because the Lord 

Mayor personally presents it to the jubilees 

of the city or offers it to the guests of honor 

at important receptions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The historic old town of Aschaffenburg begins 

directly opposite Johannisburg Castle. In a few 

minutes you can walk through the small alleys to 

reach the Stiftsberg, on which the impressive 

Basilica of St. Peter and Alexander is 

enthroned.  

 

This was elevated to minor basilica in 1958 by 

Pope Pius XII. 

It is the only papal basilica in the Würzburg 

diocese. 

 

Affiliated is the museum for prehistory and early 

history, the art of the Middle Ages, the 

Renaissance and for the sacred art of the 

Baroque. The museum is structurally connected 

to the church by a Romanesque cloister. 

 

 



 

 

The "Flame of Peace" will be 

placed in the garden of the 

former Capuchin monastery, 

which is maintained by the 

Franciscan Community of 

Bethany. With a lot of love and 

hard work, the brothers and 

sisters of this Italian order have 

created a jewel out of the old 

monastery and have given 

another beautiful meeting place 

with pastoral care to the people 

of Aschaffenburg. 

 

ADVANTAGE: The monastery is directly adjacent to the castle garden, so that all sights that can be 

integrated into the supporting program can be easily reached on foot. 

 

 

 

 

Interior of the Capuchin Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impressions from the monastery festival 

2019  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sightseeing options 

 
Aschaffenburg offers two other interesting sights that can be integrated as part of individual city tour 

by car.  

 

The “Ludwig´s fountain” stands on the 

edge of the "Großmutterwiese" green 

area and was inaugurated in memory of 

King Ludwig I of Bavaria in 1897 

between Luitpold Street and 

Weißenburger Street. In 1969 it was 

dismantled into 130 parts and placed 

again at the current location. 

 

As part of restoration of the historical 

city park structure, the monument is to 

return to its original location in the 

coming years. 

 

Only about 1.5 kilometers from Ludwig´s 

fontain the Austrian monument is located, 

which was erected in 1868 in neo-Gothic 

style on a hill in the district of the same 

name: the Austrian Colony. The memorial 

commemorates the Austrian soldiers who 

died in a battle against Prussian troops in 

Aschaffenburg on July 14, 1866 during the 

German War. A wreath-laying ceremony 

would be conceivable here. 



Your arrival 

 
by train: Aschaffenburg has an ICE train station with a direct connection to Vienna. Travel time is 

around 6 hours 17 minutes. Other cities such as Berlin, Hamburg, Cologne and Munich are also 

(partly directly) connected to Aschaffenburg and can be reached via ICE. 

 

by plane: Frankfurt International Airport is 45 kilometers from Aschaffenburg and can be reached in 

around 20 minutes via the A3 motorway. The flight time from Vienna to Frankfurt is 1 hour 20 

minutes. 

 

by car: Aschaffenburg can also be reached by car via the A3 motorway. Coming from the north via 

Frankfurt and from the south via Würzburg. Parking facilities during the event are available in the 

“Luitpold-Parkhaus” and “Stadthallen-Tiefgarage” multi-storey car parks around 300 m away. 

 

 
 

Your hotel 
 

You can choose from the following hotels in different price categories. Please book your hotel 

yourself.  

 

Hotel & Restaurant Zeller 

The family-run 4 * Hotel Zeller is located in the municipality of Kahl am Main, 17 kilometers from the 

gates of Aschaffenburg. The Zeller-Schleunung family has been running the hotel for more than 100 

years and has made it one of the best addresses in the region. 

The newly opened spa and wellness retreat on 600 m² leaves nothing to be desired. The hotel 

restaurant also scores with excellent seasonal fresh cuisine and top international wines, as well as 

the neighboring wine bar "Emmas", in which a young, motivated team offers regional snacks with 



modern interpretations and an impressive selection of German wines. Information & booking: 

www.hotel-zeller.de  

 

 
 

 

Hotel Klingerhof 

Above Aschaffenburg, the house is in an exposed location on a mountain in the market town of 

Hösbach. The guest is offered a wonderful panoramic view of the low mountain ranges of the 

Spessart in absolute tranquility. Walks in the adjacent Spessart Forests start on the doorstep and the 

hotel is also an ideal location to recharge your batteries and find peace. The Klingerhof is also the 

perfect place to go for classic car and motorcycle excursions in the region. The house has the 

wellness area "Spessart-Wohlfühl-Oase" a hotel bar, restaurant and the country inn "Tenne". Travel 

time to the venue approx. 15 minutes. 

Information & booking: www.hotel-klingerhof.de 

 

We recommend the following hotels for guests arriving without a car: 

Hotel Wilder Mann 

In Aschaffenburg downtown, below the Stiftsberg, the hotel “Wilder Mann” combines tradition, style 

and individual, generous hospitality. It´s located in the immediate vicinity of the river Main with its 

http://www.hotel-zeller.de/
http://www.hotel-klingerhof.de/


marina and about 10 minutes' walk from Johannisburg Castle. The house run by Peter Gemeinhardt 

has a 350 m² wellness area and a restaurant serving appealing regional and seasonal delicacies. 

Information & booking: www.hotel-wilder-mann.de  

 

IBIS Hotel 

The new ibis Styles Aschaffenburg is an oasis of calm in the middle of the city. The modern interior 

design was inspired by nature to create a very special ambience. Only a few meters from the main 

train station and a 10-minute walk from the venue, it offers a strategically favorable starting point. 

 

Information & booking: https://all.accor.com/hotel/A9V7/index.de.shtml 

 

Franziskanische Gemeinschaft von Betanien 

It would also be possible to spend the night in the monastery guest house. Simple but modern rooms 

are available for visitors and the hospitality is provided by the sisters and brothers of the Franciscan 

Community. Limited number of rooms! 

 

Information & booking: www.fgbaschaffenburg.de    

 

Some other downtown hotels (quality currently unknown): Hotel Post, Aschaffenburger Hof, 

City Hotel, Hotel zum Goldenen Ochsen (directly opposite the monastery). 

 

 
 

http://www.hotel-wilder-mann.de/
https://all.accor.com/hotel/A9V7/index.de.shtml
http://www.fgbaschaffenburg.de/
https://www.novum-hotels.com/hotel-post-aschaffenburg
https://aschaffenburger-hof-hotel.hotel-mix.de/
https://www.city-hotel-ab.de/
https://zumgoldenenochsen.de/


Food & drinks  

 
The brothers and sisters will serve a delicious range of food and drink. (Lunch, selection of coffee & 

homemade cakes, non-alcoholic drinks, monastery beer “Monk's Secret”).  

The proceeds from this will benefit the kindergarten project run by the Franciscan Community of 

Bethany in Salvador de Bahia (Brazil). 

 

You will also enjoy live music on the open-air stage! 

 

JESUS BIKER® International and the Franciscan Community of Bethany warmly welcome you to 

Aschaffenburg and look forward to your visit!  

 

If you have any questions feel free to contact us by email: Presse@jesus-biker.de  

Please also note the relevant information on the website www.peace-ride.eu 

In the "News" section, you can find out the current status of planning and the respective legal 

regulations (corona pandemic) for holding the event at any time. 

Further information on the pandemic and official requirements can be found under the following 

weblinks - please also inform yourself here and include these reports in your planning. Many 

Thanks. 

Website of the city of Aschaffenburg 

Website of the Bavarian State Ministry 

 

Stay healthy - sincerely yours 

 

JESUS BIKER® International  

 
 

Markus K. Sell 
press officer JESUS BIKER® International 

organization team „Flame of Peace Aschaffenburg“ 

E-Mail: Presse@jesus-biker.de 

Web:  www.peace-ride.eu & www.jesus-biker.de 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Presse@jesus-biker.de
http://www.peace-ride.eu/
https://www.aschaffenburg.de/Notfallbereich/DE_index_1600.html
https://www.stmgp.bayern.de/coronavirus
mailto:Presse@jesus-biker.de
http://www.peace-ride.eu/
http://www.jesus-biker.de/


 

 


